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VOICES 


The  Value  of  an  Asian  Youth  Symposium 


By  Kye  Leung 

I’ve  been  a  participant  in  the  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Asian  Pacific  American  Youth’s 
(CAP AY)  annual  conferences  and  sym¬ 
posia  for  Asian  American  high  school 
students  for  the  past  three  years.  These 
day-long  events  give  Asian  American 
youth  of  various  ethnicities,  classes,  and 
neighborhoods  the  chance  to  come 
together  to  share  their  experiences.  I 
have  met  many  Asian  American  youth  at 
these  conferences,  and  this  year  had  the 
opportunity  to  facilitate  a  workshop. 

This  year’s  CAP  AY  Symposium  was 
held  March  20  at  UMass-Boston.  Three- 
hundred  high  school  students  from  area 
cities  and  towns  attended  the  event  to 
meet  with  peers  and  learn  about  issues 
of  concern  to  Asian  Americans.  Adults 
and  youths  were  paired  to  facilitate  a 
series  of  workshops  on  such  topics  as 
immigration  and  welfare  reform, 
HIV/AIDS,  anti-Asian  violence,  and 
APA  history  in  the  school  curriculum. 

Mary  Nguyen,  a  student  at  Wood¬ 
ward  High  School,  said  the  Symposium 
offered  her  the  chance  "to  share  and 
learn  more  about  Asian  culture"  and 
spend  a  day  with  fellow  Asian  students. 
"I  go  to  a  small  school  with  not  many 
Asian  students  and  most  of  my  friends 
are  white,"  said  Nguyen,  who  was  born 
in  Chicago  to  parents  who  came  to  the 


US  from  Vietnam  in  1981. 

Why  is  a  Symposium  Needed? 

Asian  Americans  are  a  diverse  group 
of  people.  The  come  from  Laos,  Cam¬ 
bodia,  China,  Japan,  Korea,  Vietnam, 
and  other  countries.  Asian  Americans 
are  often  seen  either  as  hard-working, 
smart  and  successful  people  -  the  model 
minority  myth- or  as  gangsters  and  wel¬ 
fare  recipients.  Symposium  activities 
sought  to  demystify  these  media 
stereotypes  of  Asian  Americans.  For 
many  Asian  American  young  people 
these  stereotypes  do  not  reflect  reality. 
"There  are  a  lot  of  people  who  are  like 
me  and  they  are  not  very  stereotypical," 
said  Nguyen. 

The  Symposium  brings  together  stu¬ 
dents  from  different  backgrounds.  For 
many,  it’s  the  first  time  they  have  spent 
time  with  such  a  diverse  group  of  Asian 
Americans.  People,  like  Nguyen,  who 
come  from  largely  white  suburban 
neighborhoods,  are  able  to  meet  and 
interact  in  the  workshops  with  urban 
youth  from  Boston  and  Lowell. 

The  CAP  AY  Symposium  also  ex¬ 
poses  young  people  to  their  cultural 
roots.  Many  Asian  Americans  whose 
parents  are  immigrants  eventually  as¬ 
similate  into  American  society.  This 
sometimes  leads  to  dual  identities. 
While  Asian  American  youths  often 
start  to  accept  values  and  standards  of 


beauty  promoted  by  white  culture,  this 
tendency  can  also  lead  to  self-hatred  and 
shame  over  one’s  appearance  and 
heritage.  Wendy  Wong,  a  senior  at  John 
D.  O’Bryant  High  School  of  Mathe¬ 
matics  and  Science  in  Boston,  believes 
the  most  important  issue  facing  Asian 
Americans  today  is  identity.  "It  makes  a 
difference  in  how  we  see  ourselves  and 
affects  how  others  see  us.  We  have  to 
appreciate  our  backgrounds,"  she  said. 

The  Symposium’s  workshops  and 
other  activities  are  meant  to  provide  stu- 
dents  with  a  broad  view  of  Asian 
American  life  today  and  allow  them  to 
learn  more  about  each  other.  In  "Don 
Bonus,”  for  example,  a  Cambodian 
youth  videotaped  his  life  with  a  camcor¬ 
der.  We  follow  him  through  the  events 
of  his  daily  life:  his  house  is  robbed;  his 
brother  is  sent  to  jail;  and  he  hangs  out 
with  his  friends. 

In  a  workshop  on  public  speaking, 
participants  were  asked  to  talk  to  each 
other  and  give  a  short  speech  on  a  sub¬ 
ject  of  their  choice.  And  in  the  immigra¬ 
tion  and  welfare  reform  workshop, 
Andrew  Leong  and  I  looked  at  immigra¬ 
tion  and  welfare  from  an  historical 
perspective,  offering  a  crash  course 
on  colonialism.  Participants  learned 
how  European  nations  colonized  Asia, 
Australia,  Africa,  and  North  and  South 
America.  They  learned  how  people  of 


color  were  often  used  as  cheap  labor  and 
how  this  was  also  true  of  immigrants  in 
America.  In  the  workshop,  we  tried  to 
connect  the  history  of  Asian  Americans 
with  the  history  of  oppressed  people 
worldwide. 

It’s  important  for  young  people  to 
take  part  and  speak  out  on  issues  of 
importance  to  them.  Many  of  us  have 
often  been  taught  to  follow  the  wishes  of 
others.  This  is  especially  true  of  young 
people  of  Asian  descent.  A  goal  of  the 
Symposium  is  to  help  youths  realize 
their  personal  power  through  participa¬ 
tion,  observation,  and  involvement. 

Young  people  have  great  potential.  I 
could  see  this  in  the  workshops. 
CAP  AY,  whose  board  members  are 
under  the  age  of  2 1 ,  is  part  of  the  process 
of  helping  young  people  realize  that 
potential.  In  her  farewell  address, 
Shiuan  Butler,  a  Belmont  High  School 
student,  said:  "Adults  keep  telling  us  to 
be  responsible.  They  don’t  tell  us  that  we 
are  the  young  leaders  of  today.  We  are 
making  history." 

( Kye  Leung  is  a  student  at  UMass  Bos¬ 
ton.) 


Education  the  Key  to  Her  American 


By  Richard  Goldberg 

When  Cindy  He  arrived  in  the  United 
States  from  Shanghai,  China  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1991,  she  saw  the  long  road  ahead 
faced  by  so  many  new  immigrants.  No 
job,  the  need  to  learn  a  lot  more  English, 
and  findinga  place  for  her  and  her  family 
in  American  society.  Her  story  il¬ 
lustrates  how  plans  can  change  and  the 
need  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  big  picture. 

First  Taste  of  American  Education 

Cindy’s  first  step  in  America  was  the 
small  midwestern  town  of  Athens,  Ohio. 
She  spent  her  time  studying  English  in  a 
local  church.  Her  husband,  who  arrived 
nine  months  earlier,  was  finishing  the 
requirements  for  a  degree  in  computer 
science  at  Ohio  University.  When  he 
graduated,  the  couple  moved  to  Boston, 
where  her  husband  began  working  as  a 
software  engineer. 

About  three  months  after  their  ar¬ 
rival,  Cindy  was  studying  English  at 
home  when  she  spotted  a  newspaper  ad¬ 
vertisement  for  a  new  English  class.  She 
joined  the  Adult  Basic  Education 
English  Transitional  Program  in 
January,  1993  at  the  Asian  American 
Civic  Association  (AACA)  in  Boston’s 
Chinatown  while  working  part-time  as  a 


Cindy  He 


waitress.  She  spent  six  months  in  the 
program,  which  was  a  collaboration  in¬ 
volving  AACA,  the  Quincy  School 
Community  Council  and  Bunker  Hill 
Community  College. 

"The  AACA  program  was  my  first 
formal  class  in  America,"  she  said.  "We 
studied  politics,  economics,  math, 
American  customs,  and  family  life.  It 
was  my  first  chance  to  learn  so  much 
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ably  in  health  education  programs.  Experience  should  include  admissions,  recruit¬ 
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about  the  society  and  culture  of  the 
United  States.  My  teacher  did  more  than 
just  teach  the  class.  He  was  an  advisor  as 
well.  He  got  me  interested  in  the  com¬ 
puter  field  through  a  visit  to  the 
Women’s  Technical  Institute." 

Next  Steps  -  Moving  Ahead 

Immediately  after  finishing  the  pro¬ 
gram  at  AACA,  Cindy  continued  study¬ 
ing  English  at  Bunker  Hill’s  Center  For 
Self-Directed  Learning.  In  January, 
1994,  she  formally  enrolled  as  an  Ac¬ 
counting  major.  "At  the  time  I  thought 
the  computer  field  was  too  difficult  to 
get  into,"  she  said.  "Studying  at  Bunker 
Hill  increased  my  confidence  to  do 
more." 

In  September,  1994,  Cindy  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Middlesex  Community  Col¬ 
lege,  which  offered  an  Auto  CAD 
(Computer  Aided  Design)  Technology 
program.  She  felt  she  could  handle  this 
subject  since  she  had  been  an  associate 
engineer  for  a  construction  company  in 
China.  She  was  soon  hired  full-time  as  a 
technician  by  Vollmer  Associates,  a 
Boston  design  firm.  She  did  drafting 
work  at  the  company  for  14  months  and 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  experience.  Like 
many  immigrants  in  an  English-speak¬ 
ing  work  environment,  Cindy  some¬ 
times  had  trouble  with  the  language. 
"People  would  be  talking  in  a  group  and 
would  make  jokes  but  I  didn’t  under- 
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Program,  885  Washington  St.,  Boston,  MA  0211  1.  Fax 
(617)  636-5132 
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Success 

stand.  I  couldn’t  participate,  just  listen. 
In  my  job  I  didn’t  have  to  speak  a  lot." 

Back  to  the  Classroom 

In  1996,  Cindy  wanted  to  update  her 
skills  and  make  a  full-scale  effort  to  get 
into  the  computer  field.  It  was  time  to  go 
back  to  school.  She  was  able  to  transfer 
30  credits  from  a  Chinese  university  and 
some  of  her  college  courses  at  Bunker 
Hill  and  Middlesex.  Her  3.9  grade  point 
average  (out  of  a  possible  4.0)  made  her 
an  attractive  candidate  for  a  scholarship. 
She  applied  for,  and  won,  a  Common¬ 
wealth  Scholarship,  which  is  now  paying 
for  her  full  tuition  and  books  at  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  at  Boston. 

Cindy  quit  her  job  a  few  months  ago 
and  recently  began  her  second  semester 
at  the  school  toward  a  bachelor’s  degree 
in  computer  science.  "I  have  lots  of 
help,"  she  said.  "My  husband  is  a  com¬ 
puter  engineer.  He  helps  me  with  my 
homework  as  well  as  with  child  care 
(they  have  a  six-year  old  girl  in  the 
second  grade).  We  also  split  the  house 
work."  Right  now,  Cindy  is  not  sure  of 
her  goal,  saying  she  just  wants  to  find 
work  in  computer  science." 

Lessons  Learned 

Before  they  left  China,  Cindy  says  she 
and  her  husband  heard  many  stories 
from  friends  about  how  difficult  life  in 
America  would  be.  "We  knew  we  would 
have  to  work  hard  when  we  got  here,  but 
we  would  have  many  chances.  It  is  im¬ 
portant  that  we  get  new  values  from  this 
|  society."  Cindy  encourages  newcomers 
to  get  into  education  as  soon  as  possible. 

"The  English  Transitional  Program 
at  AACA  was  the  turning  point  in  my 
life." 

(This  is  the  latest  in  a  continuing  series 
of  success  stories  about  Asian  im¬ 
migrants.) 
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INTERVIEW 


Civil  Rights  Worker  Natalie  Keng 


By  Samantha  Young 

Unlike  many  people,  Natalie  Keng 
loves  her  job.  As  associate  director  of 
the  National  Conference  of  Christians 
and  Jews,  she  helps  coordinate  youth 
and  adult  leadership  programs  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  diversity  training.  Through  a 
variety  of  programs,  the  National  Con¬ 
ference  teaches  promising  students  and 
adults  in  Greater  Boston  inclusive 
leadership  skills  and  diversity  education 
to  take  back  to  their  communities. 

The  programs  "shift  the  paradigm  of 
what  a  leader  should  be  -  which  histori¬ 
cally  has  been  a  white  male  -  and  creates 
leaders  that  are  inclusive,  accessible, 
and  responsive  to  all  communities,"  said 
Keng.  Witnessing  the  personal  growth 
and  learning  of  program  participants 
brings  enormous  job  satisfaction,  said 
Keng,  who  believes  that  a  person  can 
learn  something  from  every  activity  and 
job.  She  should  know,  having  worked 
since  a  very  young  age. 

Keng’s  parents  immigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  the  1960s,  both  on 
academic  scholarships.  They  eventually 
settled  in  Smyrna,  Georgia  and  raised 
three  girls.  In  1976,  they  opened  a  res¬ 
taurant,  where  Keng  worked  as  a  cashier 
starting  at  age  8.  She  said  she  needed  to 
stand  on  a  beer  box  to  reach  the  register. 

Working,  however,  wasn’t  her  only 
challenge  growing  up.  Being  a  member 
of  the  only  Chinese  family  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  wasn’t  always  easy  for  Keng. 
She  did  everything  she  could  to  fit  in, 
including  altering  her  appearance,  but 
the  racial  taunts  continued.  And  even 
though  Keng  "had  plenty  of  friends"  in 
high  school,  she  was  not  taken  seriously. 
"They  just  patted  me  on  the  head  and 
said  I  was  a  China  doll."  She  did  not  date. 
"I  was  not  proud  of  who  I  was”  and 
"wished  I  had  blue  eyes  and  blond  hair," 
she  said. 

Keng  said  her  mother  was  always  a 
source  of  support.  She  would  ask, 
"Mom,  when  will  I  be  seen  as  a  real 
person?"  And  her  mother  always 
replied,  "Your  time  will  come." 

Keng  gives  a  lot  of  credit  to  her 
parents  for  giving  her  and  her  sisters 
"the  tools  to  do  what  we  wanted  to  do,” 


Natalie  Keng 


despite  the  obstacles.  They  "did  their 
best  to  balance  assimilation  with  accul¬ 
turation,"  she  said. 

Keng’s  parents  impressed  on  their 
daughters  the  importance  of  the 
Chinese  language  by  fining  them  a  nick¬ 
el  for  every  English  word  they  said  at 
home.  They  also  made  sure  that  Keng 
and  her  sisters  did  not  take  drugs, 
studied  hard,  and  learned  the  virtue  of 
modesty.  But  Keng’s  parents  were  not 
traditional  in  many  ways.  Even  through 
she  was  the  third  girl  in  her  family  and 
her  Chinese  name  means,  "in  the  heart, 
a  brother,"  they  gave  her  the  same  op¬ 
portunities  a  son  would  have  received.  "I 
had  a  BB  gun  and  went  fishing  with  my 
father." 

Keng’s  parents  also  trusted  her  to 
make  her  own  decisions,  which  included 
dying  her  hair  red  and  green  in  high 
school.  Moreover,  they  broke  from  the 
traditional  mold  of  a  Chinese  family  by 
getting  a  divorce  when  Keng  was  10 
years  old.  The  change  required  Keng’s 
mother  to  become  "more  independent" 
as  a  single  mother,  she  said. 

While  her  parents  still  reside  in 
Smyrna,  Keng  left  there  at  the  age  of  18, 
hoping  "her  time  would  come"  in  the 
North.  She  attended  Vassar  College  on 
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academic  scholarship  and  majored  in 
Asian  Studies.  She  was  "finally  more 
comfortable  with  (her)  heritage  and 
wanted  to  learn  more  about  it."  She  also 
took  a  women’s  studies  class  in  which 
she  "came  to  grips  with  my  identity: 
being  Asian,  American,  and  female." 

Another  turning  point  came  when 
she  read  a  restaurant  review  in  the 
school  newspaper  that  promoted  racist 
stereotypes  of  Chinese  restaurant 
workers.  Keng  decided  to  turn  her 
frustration  into  action.  She  confronted 
the  critic  in  the  student  center,  but  he 
shrugged  it  off  by  saying,  "It’s  just  sar¬ 
casm."  So  Keng  talked  to  the  dean  of 
students.  Then  she  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
editor  cosigned  by  other  student  groups 
to  protest  the  review,  and  organized  a 
panel  on  racist  stereotypes  with  seven 
faculty  members.  The  panel  was  so  suc¬ 
cessful  the  room  couldn’t  hold  those 
who  wanted  to  attend.  Her  "reconcilia¬ 
tion"  with  the  difficult  issues  of  her 
childhood  was  almost  complete. 

With  her  appetite  whetted  for  social 
change,  Keng  served  on  numerous  com¬ 
mittees  and  task  forces  in  Atlanta.  For  a 
while  she  also  worked  as  a  legislative 
aide  to  an  Atlanta  city  councilor.  Then 
she  headed  to  Boston  to  attend  the  Ken¬ 
nedy  School  of  Government  at  Harvard 
University,  where  she  studied  social 
policy.  Reflecting  upon  the  different 
regional  attitudes  toward  prejudice  and 
discrimination,  Keng  says  "The  South  is 
more  blatant. ..bigotry  [is]  more  in  your 
face,  but  sometimes  it’s  easier  to  con¬ 
front."  The  North,  which  she  feels  must 
be  given  "credit  for  diversity,"  has  other 
problems.  "People  think  they’re  en¬ 
lightened,  when  policies  still  dis¬ 
criminate,"  she  said. 

After  receiving  a  master’s  degree 
from  the  Kennedy  School,  she  began 
working  as  the  associate  director  of  The 
National  Conference’s  Greater  Boston 
regional  office. 

The  National  Conference  of  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Jews  is  a  non-sectarian,  non¬ 
profit  organization  that  has  been 
addressing  and  confronting  the  state  of 
"intergroup  relations"  since  its  founding 
in  1927.  (It  first  focused  on  inter¬ 
religious  conflict,  hence  its  name.)  Keng 
refers  to  the  organization  as  the  "best 
kept  secret."  The  group’s  low  profile  can 
be  attributed  in  part  to  its  small  staff  and 
comparably  small  budget.  The 
organization’s  programs  also  train  rela¬ 
tively  small  groups.  Participants  are 
nominated  by  their  teachers,  employers, 
or  peers  based  on  a  range  of  factors. 
Publicity  for  programs  is  often  by  word 
of  mouth.  Despite  this  -  or  perhaps  be¬ 
cause  of  it  -  Keng  rates  their  work  as 
highly  effective.  "We  are  making  a  dif¬ 
ference  one  person  at  a  time,  one  com¬ 
munity  at  a  time,”  she  said. 

"Into  the  Circle:  Teens  Teaching  In¬ 
clusion"  trains  high  school  students  to 
teach  second  and  third  grade  students 
"to  respect  people  as  individuals."  Keng 
said  the  young  children  learn  about  in¬ 


clusion  issues  in  a  language  they  can 
understand.  "Even  if  people  are  dif¬ 
ferent  from  you  -  be  it  glasses  or  skin 
color  -  they  should  be  treated  with 
respect,  and  not  made  fun  of,"  she  said. 
Keng  believes  it’s  important  to  start 
young  because  "children  hear  things," 
even  if  they  don’t  theorize  "‘this  is 
racism.’"  And  the  teen  facilitators 
benefit  by  building  on  their  teaching 
skills  and  contributing  to  their  com¬ 
munities. 

Keng  is  adamant  that  young  people 
involved  in  the  programs  deserve  as 
much  respect  as  the  adults.  "We  try  to 
have  collaborations  when  we  can  be¬ 
cause  I  think  both  groups  (young  and 
old)  can  learn  from  each  other.  She  cites 
the  recent  success  of  the  Martin  Luther 
King  day  breakfast,  which  The  National 
Conference  cosponsored  with  other 
civil  rights  groups  within  the  city.  The 
National  Conference’s  youth  leaders  co¬ 
facilitated  the  event  with  members  of 
Lead  Boston,  a  diversity  and  leadership 
program  for  adults. 

Working  together  and  learning  from 
each  other  is  the  cornerstone  of  the 
training  programs  and  of  Keng’s 
personal  philosophy.  "Teaching  and 
self-examination  go  hand  in  hand,"  she 
said.  This  can  create  a  lot  of  tension,  but 
also  a  lot  of  dialogue.  The  issues  that 
divide  us  are  "out  on  the  table.”  Keng 
stresses  that  this  is  a  "process  that  takes 
time."  Likewise,  it  should  not  be  an 
organization’s  "peripheral  or  marginal 
goal."  "Diversity  has  to  be  seen  as  in¬ 
tegral  to  the  organization’s  bottom 
line,"  said  Keng,  who  acknowledges  that 
she  also  continues  to  learn.  "I  am  very 
clear  that  I  have  my  own  stereotypes." 

Despite  the  programs’  success,  Keng 
said  the  organization  has  "to  be  persist¬ 
ent  in  our  actions  because  time  is  not 
equivalent  to  progress.  In  the  last  few 
years,  hate  crimes  have  been  on  the  rise, 
especially  among  youth.  Unfortunately 
I  won’t  be  out  of  a  job  anytime  soon,”  she 
said. 

Still,  Keng  remains  optimistic. 
"There  are  a  lot  of  people  who  care 
about  the  city,  working  towards  the  well¬ 
being  of  Boston,"  she  said.  Different 
groups  are  communicating  more  and 
coming  together  to  benefit  everyone. 
"Collective  strength  can  benefit  our  mis¬ 
sion." 

As  for  her  own  plans,  she  has  thought 
about  going  to  law  school  and  one  day 
working  as  a  civil  rights  litigator.  She 
could  also  see  herself  as  the  director  of 
a  national  non-profit  group.  "I  just  want 
to  keep  learning.. .and  make  a  difference 
in  the  struggle  for  civil  rights." 

For  now,  though,  she  will  remain  at 
The  National  Conference.  After  all,  she 
said,  she  still  loves  her  job. 
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Excerpts  from  recent  magazine  and  newspaper  stories  on  Asian  campaign  contributions. 


Critics  Say  Fund-Raising  Stories 
Unfairly  Single  Out  Asians 

Recent  Reporting  Perpetuates  Stereotypes 


It  started  with  a  seemingly  innocuous 
campaign  stop  by  Vice-President  A1 
Gore  at  a  Los  Angeles  Buddhist  temple 
last  year.  President  Clinton  had  recently 
signed  a  welfare  reform  bill  denying  so¬ 
cial  benefits  to  legal  noncitizen  im¬ 
migrants,  and  many  members  of  the 
Asian  community  weren’t  happy.  To 
regain  support  among  Asians,  Clinton 
vowed  to  correct  the  harsher  measures 
taken  against  legal  immigrants  in  the  bill 
and  sent  out  emissaries  to  ease  the  wor¬ 
ries  of  the  Asian  community. 

The  Clinton  campaign  had  some¬ 
thing  else  in  mind  as  well:  it  wanted  to 
raise  campaign  funds,  believing  that  it 
needed  large  sums  to  win  the  election. 
In  American  presidential  politics,  cor¬ 
porations,  interest  groups,  and  wealthy 
individuals  all  make  campaign  contribu¬ 
tions.  And  those  who  make  them  seldom 
do  it  out  of  the  goodness  of  their  hearts: 
most  want  something  in  return,  whether 
that  be  influence  or  a  chat  with  the 
President. 

In  the  past  campaign,  members  of  the 
Asian  community  -  like  the  members  of 
other  communities  in  America  -  made 
large  contributions  to  the  Clinton  cam¬ 
paign.  While  some  of  these  donations 
were  small  and  were  likely  made  because 
the  contributor  simply  liked  the  can¬ 
didate,  others  were  made  by  wealthy 
people  who  were  -  like  other  wealthy 
Americans  -  buying  influence.  The  prob¬ 
lem  with  these  donations,  at  least  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Republican  Party  and 
ultimately  the  American  press,  is  that 
they  were  made  by  foreigners  seeking 
influence  over  American  policies.  Never 
mind,  that  many  members  of  this  so- 
called  "foreign"  group  were  Americans. 

Following  Gore’s  visit  to  that  Bud¬ 
dhist  temple  -  a  place  of  worship  which 
was  also  played  up  in  news  accounts  be¬ 
cause  of  its  exotic  ring  -  the  Clinton 
campaign  was  attacked  for  accepting 
donations  from  foreigners  -  which  is 
against  the  law.  At  the  center  of  the 
controversy  was  John  Huang,  a  lormer 
Commerce  Department  official  and 
Democratic  National  Committee  fund¬ 
raiser  who  was  accused  of  soliciting  im¬ 
proper  foreign  contributions. 


Huang,  a  U.S.  citizen  who  was  born 
in  China,  had  previously  worked  for  the 
Lippo  Bank,  a  subsidiary  of  the  Lippo 
Group  which  has  extensive  dealings  in 
China.  The  Lippo  Group,  an  Indonesian 
conglomerate,  is  owned  by  the  Riady 
family,  which  has  close  ties  to  President 
Clinton  that  go  back  to  his  days  in  Little 
Rock.  Huang  urged  the  Clinton  Ad¬ 
ministration  to  renew  China’s  most 
favored  nation  trade  status  and  also  ad¬ 
vised  Clinton  on  Asian  American  im¬ 
migration  concerns.  The  Democratic 
national  Committeee  returned  millions 
of  dollars  in  campaign  contributions 
raised  by  Huang  as  a  result  of  the  con¬ 
troversy.  They  also  returned  some 
$366,000  raised  by  the  Taiwan-born 
California  entrepreneur  Johnny  Chung 
because  they  couldn’t  determine  where 
it  had  come  from. 

Much  of  the  controversy  over  cam¬ 
paign  fund-raising  abuses  was  politically 
motivated.  In  a  trip  to  Boston 
Chinatown  to  campaign  for  Clinton  and 
Sen.  John  Kerry  last  year,  March  Eu, 
who  had  been  serving  as  US  Ambas¬ 
sador  to  the  Federated  States  of 
Micronesia,  said  the  Republican  attacks 
on  Asian  contributions  to  the  Clinton 
campaign  were  a  form  of  "Asian  bash¬ 
ing." 

While  it  appears  likely  that  some 
campaign  funds  were  raised  illegally,  the 
national  press  proceeded  to  attack  the 
story  with  a  vengeance,  failing  in  the 
process  to  make  distinctions  between 
Asian  Americans  and  Asian  nationals. 
Reporters  called  up  Asians  who  had 
made  contributions  and  inquired  about 
their  backgrounds.  Too  often  the  stories 
seemed  to  suggest  that  all  Asians  were 
foreigners.  Little  effort  was  made  to 
determine  who  these  Asians  were.  Were 
they  American  born  citizens?  Person 
born  in  Asia  but  citizens  or  legal  resi¬ 
dents  now?  The  press  made  little  effort 
to  make  clear  these  distinctions. 

Eventually  the  story  escalated  and 
began  to  explore  the  connections  be¬ 
tween  the  contributors  and  foreign 
governments.  Now  the  focus  was  on  the 
China  connection  and  the  possibility 
that  the  Chinese  government  had  been 


funneling  money  into  U.S.  political 
campaigns  to  influence  US  policy. 

For  many  members  of  the  Asians 
community,  illegal  contributions  to  a 
presidential  campaign  and  abuses  in 
campaign  funding  is  a  legitimate  cause 
of  concern.  But  what  irked  many  in  the 
community  was  the  national  press’s 
failure  to  make  distinctions  between 
Asian  Americans  and  Asian  nationals 
and  it’s  singling  of  Asian  contributors 
for  engaging  in  such  abuses.  Many 
Asians  argue  that  other  ethnic  groups 
also  seek  to  influence  US  policy,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Israel  lobby  in  the  US.  Why, 
they  ask,  does  the  press  not  investigate 
these  relationships?  they  ask. 

Asian  American  Criticisms 

"I  think  the  recent  depictions  of 
Asians  are  reflective  of  a  pattern,"  said 
Paul  Watanabe,  co-director  of  the  In¬ 
stitute  for  Asian  American  Studies  and 
a  professor  of  political  science  at  UMass 
Boston.  "The  depiction  of  Asian 
Americans  as  perpetual  foreigners  is 
something  that  is  not  new.  It  goes  back 
as  far  as  Asians  have  been  in  America." 
Watanabe,  who  recently  wrote  a  Boston 
Globe  op-ed  article  addressing  his  con¬ 
cerns,  said  fund-raising  abuses  were  a 
"legitimate  area  of  concern"  and  should 
be  investigated  by  the  press.  But  the 
stories  need  to  be  accurate,  especially  in 
their  depiction  of  a  large  group  of 
people,  he  argued. 

Watanabe  believes  the  media  still 
have  difficulty  portraying  minority  com- 
munities  accurately.  Investigating 
abuses  is  legitimate,  but  associating  an 
entire  group  of  people  with  the  be¬ 
haviors  of  a  few  who  may  have  acted 
illegally  is  inaccurate  and  lacks  subtlety. 
"Everyday  folk”  in  the  Asian  community 
would  not  appreciate  or  recognize 
themselves  in  such  a  portrayal,  said 
Watanabe,  who  believes  the  problem  is 
deeply  rooted  in  American  culture  and 
is  not  just  a  shortcoming  of  the  media. 

In  his  op-ed  piece  in  the  Boston 
Globe,  Watanabe  suggested  that  the  at¬ 
tacks  on  Asian  Americans  were  "fueled 
as  much  by  innuendo  and  speculation  as 
by  facts."  More  serious,  he  suggested,  is 
the  implication  that  Asian  "loyalties"  to 


the  US  are  suspect.  It  was  a  similar 
suspicion  that  led  the  US  government  to 
order  his  father  to  spend  World  War  II 
behind  the  "barbed  wire"  of  an  US  inter¬ 
nment  camp  for  Japanese. 

Recent  news  articles  have  drawn  a 
range  of  inaccurate  conclusions,  he  sug¬ 
gested.  One  recent  article,  for  example, 
implied  that  Asian  American  campaign 
contributions  led  Clinton  to  change  his 
mind  and  support  retaining  visas  for  the 
siblings  of  US  citizens.  Watanabe 
believes  that  pressures  exerted  by 
various  groups  were  brought  to  bear  on 
the  Clinton  Administration  and  sug¬ 
gesting  that  Asian  contributions  alone 
led  to  the  turnaround  is  inaccurate. 

One  irony  of  the  recent  campaign 
fund-raising  controversy  is  that  Asian 
participation  in  politics  appears  to  have 
been  taken  more  seriously,  albeit  in  an 
unflattering  way,  he  said.  In  the  past, 
politicians  often  ignored  the  Asian  com¬ 
munity  because  they  believed  Asians 
didn’t  vote.  "In  some  respects  the  Asian 
Americans  have  been  scoffed  at," 
Watanabe  said.  Now  there  was  this  sud¬ 
den  turnaround,  with  Asians  being  ac¬ 
cused  of  manipulating  policy  behind  the 
scenes  and  influencing  the  outcome  of 
the  election.  "In  some  respects  it’s 
laughable,"  he  said. 

Others  in  the  Asian  community  are 
equally  dissatisfied  with  the  way  Asians 
have  been  portrayed  in  the  fund-raising 
stories.  Lydia  Lowe,  a  co-director  of  the 
Chinese  Progressive  Association,  said 
the  most  serious  shortcoming  of  the 
press’s  handling  of  the  controversy  is  the 
suggestion  that  all  Asians  -  U.S.  citizens; 
permanent  residents,  or  agents  of  an 
Asian  government  -  fall  into  the  same 
category.  "AJ1  of  these  people  are  being 
seen  as  outside  influences,"  she  said.  ”1 
think  it’s  ignoring  the  fact  that  Asians 
have  been  part  of  this  country  for  over 
100  years."  Moreover,  many  people  ap¬ 
pear  to  forget  that  Huang  did  legitimate 
fund-raising  work  within  the  US  Asian 
community,  she  said.  And  that  part  of 
the  story  isn’t  reported. 

The  press’s  failure  to  make  such  dis¬ 
tinctions  is  at  the  center  of  the  criticism 
being  leveled  against  it  in  the  Asian 
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(Top  and  middle)  Campaigning  in  Chinatown  on  Election  day  1993..  ( Bottom )  Billy  Chin  with  state 
Senate  candidate  William  Bulger,  Jr.  at  a  Chinatown  fund-raiser  last  year. 


community.  Rebecca  Lee,  a  real  estate 
attorney  for  Goodwin,  Procter  &  Hoar 
and  president  of  the  Asian  American 
Lawyers  Association  of  Massachusetts, 
criticized  the  media  for  its  "failure  to 
make  a  distinction  between  legal  and 
illegal  campaign  contributions." 

"Legal  residents  are  legally  permitted 
to  participate  in  the  political  process," 
said  Lee,  who,  like  many  other  Asian 
Americans,  was  disturbed  by  the  im¬ 
plication  in  many  news  accounts  that  all 
Asians  are  foreigners.  "We  are 
Americans,"  she  said.  "We  give  money  to 
candidates  we  support."  That  could 
mean  seeking  support  for  an  issue  of 
concern  in  Boston’s  Back  Bay,  or  it 
could  involve  trade  with  China.  Asian 
Americans  have  a  right  to  seek  support 
for  their  concerns  like  all  other 
Americans,  she  said. 

"Journalists  have  not  been  as  precise 
as  they  should  be,"  said  Lee  of  the  recent 
press  coverage  of  the  controversy.  She 
and  others  believe  an  element  of  racism 
also  played  a  role  in  the  way  the  story 
was  presented.  "The  media  is  too  quick 
to  create  this  otherness  for  Asians,"  she 
said. 

Lee  said  reading  the  words  "yellow 
peril”  in  one  recent  news  story  about  the 
controversy  was  unsettling.  "That  sends 
shivers  up  my  spine,"  she  said. 

A  consequence  of  the  stories,  says 
Lee  and  others,  is  that  Asians  may  be 
more  prone  to  turn  away  from  politics  at 
a  time  when  they  have  been  making  un¬ 
precedented  efforts  to  become  more  in¬ 
volved  in  it  in  the  U.S.  "It’s  having  a 
chilling  effect  on  the  participation  of 
Asian  Americans,"  Lee  said. 

Andrew  Leong,  an  attorney  and  assis¬ 
tant  professor  at  UMass  Boston,  agrees. 
"It  basically  takes  us  back  more  than  100 
years,"  said  Leong,  who  added  that  the 
controversy  follows  a  period  in  which 
Asians  had  been  gaining  "a  more  equal 
status"  in  American  life.  Leong  believes 
that  the  recent  depiction  of  Asian 
Americans  in  the  press  makes  their 
status  in  the  US  "fuzzy  again"  and  may 
lead  politicians  to  shun  Asian  contribu¬ 
tions  to  political  campaigns  out  of  fear 
of  accepting  foreign  money. 

Another  implication  of  the  recent 
media  coverage  is  that  "any  person  ol 
Asian  descent  making  a  contribution 
ought  to  be  questioned  as  to  whether 
they  are  Americans  or  not,"  Leong  said. 
Moreover,  the  controversy  has  led  to  an 
environment  in  which  Asians  are  being 
depicted  in  an  uncomplimentary  way.  A 
burning  issue  on  the  Internet  in  recent 
days  was  the  cover  of  a  recent  National 
Review  magazine  in  which  President 
Clinton,  Vice-President  Gore,  and  Hil¬ 
lary  Clinton  had  been  given  Asian  faces. 
Moreover  the  faces  were  not  flattering 
and  had  racist  overtones,  with  the 
figures  depicted  with  buck  teeth,  said 
Leong.  Efforts  to  get  the  National 
Review  to  apologize  have  so  far  been 
unsuccessful,  Leong  said. 

In  addition  to  the  effect  that  the  con¬ 
troversy  may  have  on  participation  in 
politics,  Leong  believes  that  another 
possible  consequence  is  that  Asians  may 
not  be  appointed  to  high-level  positions 
in  the  Clinton  Administration.  Many 
Asians  may  also  become  wary  of  politics 
and  be  reluctant  to  contribute  to  cam¬ 
paigns  in  the  future. 

Asian  Community  Interests 
The  press’s  pursuit  of  the  fund-rais¬ 
ing  story  has  also  led  to  stories  about  the 
influence  of  campaign  contributions  on 
the  Clinton  Administration’s  immigra¬ 
tion  policy.  While  grass-roots  Asian  or¬ 
ganizations  nationwide  made  an  effort 
to  organize  the  Asian  community 
around  the  immigration  issue  this  past 
year,  some  stories  suggest  that  Asian 
lobbying  was  somehow  tainted.  While 


one  recent  newspaper  article  suggested 
that  President  Clinton  changed  his  mind 
about  support  for  immigration  legisla¬ 
tion  following  an  Asian  fund-raiser, 
members  of  the  Asian  community  ques¬ 
tion  why  their  concerns  and  interests 
should  be  different  from  those  of  other 
special  interest  groups.  Large  corpora¬ 
tions  and  lobbies  make  contributions  to 
influence  policy,  they  say.  Why  should 
the  press  focus  so  obsessively  on  the 
Asian  influence? 

"To  me  I  think  that  is  very  good  if 
someone  could  influence  the  president," 
said  Frank  Chin,  who  has  long  been  ac¬ 
tive  in  Boston  politics  and  has  held  fund¬ 


raising  events  in  Chinatown  for  local 
candidates.  "The  issue  is  access." 

Chin  pointed  out  that  in  the  past, 
Asians  often  gave  money  to  candidates 
simply  because  they  liked  them,  not  be¬ 
cause  they  expected  something  from 
them.  He  said  Huang’s  fund-raising 
work  drew  attention  because  so  much 
money  had  been  raised.  The  controversy 
also  developed  "at  a  time  when  Asian 
citizens  were  highly  involved  in  the 
presidential  campaign,"  he  added. 

Leong  believes  the  controversy  sur¬ 
rounding  the  participation  of  Asians  in 
political  campaigns  and  in  lobbying  for 
its  concerns  may  sour  many  Asians  on 
the  process  and  lead  many  to  say:  "‘Look 


at  what  happened  when  we  went  out 
there  and  tried  to  do  our  thing.  It  didn’t 
work,’"  Leong  said. 

Other  Causes 

Community  activist  Michael  Liu 
believes  that  the  recent  campaign  fund¬ 
raising  controversy  is  in  part  a  result  of 
recent  U.S.  immigration  patterns.  "I 
think  it’s  tied  into  the  immigrant  thing," 
said  Liu,  who  believes  there’s  an  "under¬ 
lying  fear”  that  America  is  changing  and 
that  the  new  immigrants  are  Asians  and 
Latinos.  Yet  another  factor,  he  added,  is 
the  rise  of  China.  "It’s  been  perceived  by 
some  as  being  a  threat,"  said  Liu.  China, 
he  suggested,  has  two  strikes  against  it 
in  the  American  mind:  It’s  not  a 
capitalist  society  and  it  has  a  large  trade 
surplus  with  the  US.  Americans,  he  sug¬ 
gested,  may  view  China  as  a  threat  to  US 
dominance. 

While  foreign  nationals  are  barred 
from  contributing  money  to  U.S.  politi¬ 
cal  campaigns,  foreign  governments  and 
individuals  regularly  exert  influence 
over  US  policy.  Several  Asian 
Americans  suggest  that  Israel  though 
the  American  Jewish  community  has 
wielded  enormous  influence  in  setting 
the  U.S.’s  Middle  East  policy.  The 
British  also  wield  enormous  influence  in 
the  US.  The  nationals  of  those 
countries,  however,  have  never  drawn 
the  wrath  of  the  American  press  for 
their  participation  in  American  politics. 

George  Cha,  treasurer  of  the  Brook¬ 
line  Democratic  Town  Committee  and  a 
member  of  the  Organization  of  Chinese 
Americans,  believes  the  focus  on  Asian 
fund-raising  is  rooted  in  the  rise  of  Asia 
as  an  economic  power,  particularly 
China.  The  Cold  War  is  over  and 
Americans  are  searching  for  a  demon, 
he  suggested.  "We  need  another  enemy." 

"The  competition  is  for  the  world 
market,"  he  said.  Cha  believes  the  trade 
imbalance  with  China  has  become  an 

issue  for  the  tJ.S.  "That’s  where  it  hurts 
people  most:  the  pocketbook,"  he  said. 

Cha  believes  that  Asian  Americans 
aren’t  really  the  target  of  the  many 
stories  involving  campaign  contribu¬ 
tions.  "Asian  people  here  don’t  repre¬ 
sent  a  threat  to  anyone,"  he  said.  Deep 
down,  it’s  a  "fear  of  China  becoming  too 
strong,"  though  Asian  Americans  get 
caught  up  in  it  and  "become  the  victims 
of  this  backlash." 

-Robert  O  'Malley 
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CHINATOWN 


Council  Approves  Hospital  Heliport 


The  Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Council  approved  a  New  England  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  (NEMC)  plan  to  relocate  its 
heliport  from  a  highway  site  near  Tai 
Tung  Village  to  the  roof  of  the 
Hospital’s  North  Building  on 
Washington  Street. 

A  group  of  Chinatown  residents 
spoke  in  opposition  to  the  plan,  saying 
that  landing  a  helicopter  on  the  roof  of 
a  building  in  a  densely  populated  neigh¬ 
borhood  could  be  dangerous.  Six  coun¬ 
cil  members  voted  in  favor  of  the 
proposal,  three  opposed,  and  three 
abstained. 

NEMC  attorney  Larry  Smith  told 
residents  at  a  special  community  meet¬ 
ing  and  a  Neighborhood  Council  meet¬ 
ing  last  month  that  construction  of  the 
new  Central  Artery  project  has  forced 
the  hospital  to  relocate  the  heliport  to 
the  roof  of  its  North  Building.  While 
hospital  officials  had  known  for  years 
that  Central  Artery  Project  construc¬ 


tion  would  eventually  force  the  reloca¬ 
tion  of  the  SouthBay  heliport,  they  only 
learned  in  the  fall  that  it  would  have  to 
be  relocated  by  March  18.  NEMC  had 
been  using  the  SouthBay  site  since  1982. 

Smith  said  NEMC  would  use  the 
heliport  for  patients  who  need  emergen¬ 
cy  medical  care  and  estimated  there 
would  be  about  1 15  flight  a  year,  most  of 
them  occurring  between  9  A.M.  and  9 
P.M.  Smith  said  pediatric  trauma 
patients,  most  of  whom  are  injured  in 
automobile  accidents,  would  make  up 
about  60  percent  of  the  victims 
transported.  Other  patients  transported 
by  helicopter  include  adult  cardiac  vic¬ 
tims,  stroke  victims,  and  mothers  ex¬ 
periencing  difficult  labors  .  Smith  said 
60  percent  of  the  120  patients  carried  to 
the  hospital  by  helicopter  last  year  were 
saved,  and  the  majority  of  them  were 
children. 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 


Beth  Israel/Deaconess  Hospital,  and 
Brigham  and  Women’s  Hospital  also 
have  heliports.  Helicopters  are  used  to 
transport  people  who  need  immedi¬ 
ate  medical  attention  at  a  well-equipped 
hospital.  The  speed  of  emergency 
transportation  is  often  the  key  to  saving 
patient  lives. 

Smith  and  Terry  Doherty,  the  chief 
executive  officer  of  Boston  Medflight, 
which  operates  the  helicopter  service, 
said  that  19  alternative  sites  had  been 
studied  but  all  were  rejected  because  of 
the  difficulty  of  landing  a  helicopter  at 
them.  They  determined  that  the  top  of 
the  NEMC  building  would  be  the  safest 
location  to  land  a  helicopter. 

Doherty  said  safety  is  the  firm’s 
priority  and  noted  that  the  firm  has  not 
had  an  accident  since  it  began  operating 
in  New  England  in  1982.  The  firm,  which 
operates  throughout  the  country,  has 
had  one  accident  since  it  began  operat¬ 


ing. 

The  hospital  and  Medflight  con¬ 
ducted  a  number  of  test  runs  to  deter¬ 
mine  how  much  noise  would  be 
generated  by  a  landing.  The  decibel  level 
during  the  rooftop  landing  at  one 
ground-level  site  near  the  hospital  was 
86  decibels,  compared  to  103  for  an  am¬ 
bulance  and  76  for  an  MBTA  bus. 

While  a  group  of  residents  opposing 
the  plan  appeared  to  be  motivated  lar¬ 
gely  by  fears  that  a  helicopter  crash  in 
the  neighborhood  could  harm  residents 
and  property,  Smith  asserted  that  the 
hospital  would  not  go  ahead  with  the 
plan  if  it  thought  it  was  unsafe  for 
patients  and  residents.  "We  have  been 
told  the  risk  of  safety  is  much  less  using 
this  site  than  the  earlier"  site,  said 
Smith,  who  added  that  it’s  more  difficult 
for  pilots  to  land  a  helicopter  on  the 
ground  than  on  the  top  of  a  building. 


Cablevision  to  Wire  Chinatown 


Cablevision  of  Boston  plans  to  wire 
most  of  Chinatown  for  cable  by  the  end 
of  the  summer. 

Cablevision  officials  say  they  have 
decided  to  move  ahead  with  wiring  the 
neighborhood  because  more  residents 
have  expressed  interest  in  the  service. 
Cablevision  Manager  Henry  Ferris  sug¬ 
gested  there  had  been  limited  interest  in 
cable  service  in  Chinatown  in  the  past. 
Ferris  said  the  firms’  need  to  renew  its 
license  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  also  a 


factor  in  its  decision  to  wire  Chinatown. 

Ferris  told  the  Chinatown  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Council  last  month  that  the  com¬ 
pany  has  submitted  plans  to  the  city  and 
received  approval  to  move  forward  with 
the  project.  He  said  Cablevision  would 
also  submit  a  written  project  plan  to  the 
Neighborhood  Council. 

The  company  plans  to  install  cable 
lines  in  the  southern  sections  of  the 
neighborhood  (the  Maple  Street  and 
lower  Tyler  Street  area)  in  the  spring, 


and  in  the  northern  section  (Beach 
Street  area)  in  the  summer.  For  the 
company  to  bring  cable  into  Chinatown 
apartments,  it  must  first  receive  ap¬ 
proval  from  landlords.  Ferris  said  com¬ 
pany  workers  will  go  door  to  door  in 
Chinatown  to  seek  such  approval. 

P.A.  Carr,  Cablevision’s  public  af¬ 
fairs  director,  said  the  firm’s  license  re¬ 
quires  it  to  wire  95  percent  of  each 
neighborhood.  She  noted  that  99  per¬ 
cent  of  the  city  has  so  far  been  wired. 


And  while  much  of  Chinatown  does 
not  have  cable  service,  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  is  considered  part  of  the  South 
End,  where  97  percent  of  households 
have  access.  Some  sections  of 
Chinatown  currently  receive  cable,  Carr 
said. 


south  cove 

community  health  center 

A  Regional  Primary  &  Preventive  Care  Provider  for  the  Asian  Community  in  Greater  Boston 


South  Cove  Community  Health  Center 
is  proud  to  announce  its  collaboration  with 

The  New  Ensl^nd  School  of 
considered  part  of  the  South  End,  where 
97  percent  of  households  already  haveiinjc 
access,  she  said.  Sections  of  the  Back 
Bay,  Fort  Point,  and  Beacon  Hill  also 
lack  access.  She  said  a  number  of  hous¬ 
ing  complexes  in  Chinatown  currently 
have  cable. 

-R.O. 


Come  in  to  see  what  acupuncture 
could  do  for  you 


The  following  are  a  few 
of  the  conditions  the 
World  Health  Organization 
considers  appropriate  for 
acupuncture  treatment 


\  depression  j 
asthma 

stress 

bursitis 
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MRS.  EVANS 

World  famous  psychic  astrologer  and  spiritualist.  She 
can  bring  luck,  success,  happiness,  love  and 
marriage  to  you.  With  35  years  experience,  she  has 
helped  hundreds  of  people  find  the  right  road  in  life. 
She  can  help  you.  Don’t  let  time  or  distance  stand  in 
the  way  of  your  happiness  or  success.  She  can  tell 
you  your  past,  present,  and  future.  She  can  and  will 
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change  your  unwanted  destiny.  She  guarantees  all 
her  readings.  Call  for  appointment  (617)  337-0266, 
393  Bridge  St.,  Weymouth,  Massachusetts  (5 
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BOOKS 


China  Then,  Vietnam  Now,  in  Photographs 


A  hundred  years  in  the  life  of  a 
country  as  large  and  energetic  as  China 
is  bound  to  generate  compelling  events. 
In  "The  Chinese  Century:  A 
Photographic  History  of  the  Last 
Hundred  Years,"  (Random  House) 
Jonathan  D.  Spence  and  Annping  Chin 
bring  to  life  in  photographs  and  text  the 
momentous  events  of  an  especially 
tumultuous  period  of  recent  Chinese 
history. 

Although  photographs  are  the  focus 
of  this  large  hardcover  book,  the  accom¬ 
panying  text  illuminates  the  history  be¬ 
hind  the  events,  which  include  the  fall  of 
the  Qing  Dynasty,  the  rise  of  the  May 
Fourth  Generation,  the  onset  of  civil 
war  and  the  Japanese  invasion,  and  the 
rise  of  Maoist  China  and  the  emergence 
of  the  Deng  era. 

The  book  begins  with  scenes  from  the 
waning  years  of  the  Qing  empire  and 
ends  with  images  of  the  consumer  cul¬ 
ture  that  took  root  in  China  during  the 
last  15  years.  Chapter  1,  titled  "End  of 
Empire,"  opens  with  a  spectacular 
photograpn  of  a  suspension  bridge  link¬ 
ing  China  and  Tibet.  A  mountain  and  a 
pavilion  rise  from  the  far  shore,  conjur¬ 
ing  images  of  a  distant  time  and  place.  In 
contrast,  the  final  chapter  ends  with  a 
recently  married  couple  placing  a 
television  and  other  belongings  onto  a 
boat. 

Spence  and  Chin  have  assembled  an 
unusual  collection  of  photographs, 
many  of  which  are  being  published  for 
the  first  time  outside  of  China.  There  are 
photos  of  the  last  Qing  emperor,  Puyi, 
and  his  wife  Wanrong,  who  in  one  photo 
is  smoking  a  cigarette.  There  are  also 
photos  of  the  empress  dowager  Cixi 
seated  on  a  swing  and  carried  by  eunuchs 
at  the  Summer  Palace  in  1903. 

But  while  the  book  includes  many 
scenes  of  the  imperial  family  and  intel¬ 
lectual  life  of  the  earlier  part  of  this 
century,  it’s  the  scenes  of  conflict 
that  leave  the  most  indelible  impres¬ 
sion.  In  the  Boxer  uprising,  Chinese 
fighters  turned  against  the  foreign 
Christian  presence.  This  in  turn  led  to  a 
reaction  by  the  Western  forces.  In  one 
photograph,  foreign  troops  and  Qing 
soldiers  stand  over  the  bodies  of  ex¬ 


ecuted  Boxers.  There  are  also  many 
gruesome  images  associated  with  the 
rise  of  the  Republic  of  China,  the  civil 
war  between  Nationalists  and  Com¬ 


munists,  and  the  war  with  Japan  . 

In  addition  to  images  of  private  life 
and  war,  "The  Chinese  Century"  also  in¬ 
cludes  images  of  well-known  figures 
such  as  Sun  Yat-sen,  Chiang  Kai-Shek, 
Soong  Qingling,  and  a  youthful  Mao 
Zedong.  The  century’s  intellectual  life  is 
also  represented  in  photographs.  In  one 
image,  the  Nobel  Prize-winning  Indian 
poet  Rabindranath  Tagore  is  es¬ 
corted  by  Lin  Huiyin  and  the  poet  Xu 
Zhimo  during  a  1924  visit  to  China. 

The  Communist  period  opens  with  a 
1950s  photograph  of  a  smiling  Mao 
Zedong  taken  at  the  resort  area  of 
Lushan.  In  the  photo,  Mao  is  seated  at 
the  water’s  edge  surrounded  by  a  group 
of  admiring  young  people.  In  another 
photograph  taken  in  Beijing  in  1954, 
Mao  stands  with  the  youthful  Dalai 
Lama  and  Panchen  Lama. 

While  these  early  photos  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  era  exude  a  notable  optimism, 
the  celebration  was  short-lived.  In  sub¬ 
sequent  photos,  the  revolution’s  initial 
glow  seems  to  fade  as  the  policies  of  the 
new  government  encounter  obstacles. 
There  are  a  number  of  striking  images 
taken  during  the  Great  Leap  Forward  in 
which  Chinese  workers  are  seen  en 
masse  working  on  ambitious  irriga¬ 
tion  projects  and  at  backyard  steel  fur¬ 
naces  that  failed  to  produce  usable  steel. 

As  the  Great  Leap  Forward  fades 
into  the  Cultural  Revolution,  the  focus 
changes  from  hard  labor  to  political 
struggle.  Representing  this  period  are 
images  of  a  Communist  Party  leader 
being  humiliated  by  youthful  Red 
Guards  and  of  a  group  of  young  people 
wildly  waving  Mao’s  picture  in  a 
crowded  Tiananmen  Square. 

But  soon  this  mood  too  passes.  As  the 
Mao  era  fades  into  the  Deng  era,  the 
tone  of  the  country  is  again  transformed, 
this  time  by  a  mad  rush  to  prosperity. 
While  this  period  sees  the  rise  of  a  new 
consumer  China,  the  period  is 
punctuated  by  the  abuses  of  avaricious 
officials  and  the  government  crackdown 
on  pro-democracy  students  in  Tianan¬ 
men  Square  in  1989.  In  one  series  of 
images,  an  oil-company  manager  is  ex¬ 
ecuted  for  stealing  large  sums  of  money 
from  her  company.  There  are  also  im¬ 


ages  of  the  aftermath  of  the  Tiananmen 
Square  violence.  The  rush  to  prosperity 
continues  despite  the  political 

upheavals.  Cities  continue  to  be  trans¬ 
formed.  In  one  1995  photograph, 
workers  are  shown  constructing  one  of 
the  many  new  high-rise  buildings  that 
have  transformed  the  Shanghai  skyline. 

Overall  this  is  a  strong  collection  of 
photographs.  As  the  title  suggests,  these 
images  are  meant  to  tell  the  story  of 
China  over  the  last  100  years,  with  its 
social  tensions,  wars,  and  political  strug¬ 
gles.  The  quieter  side  of  China  -  the  daily 
life  of  ordinary  people  -  is  not 
present  here. 

The  same  cannot  be  said  of  "Vietnam: 
A  Book  of  Changes,"  a  series  of 
photographs  of  Vietnam  by  Mitch 
Epstein  (DoubleTake  W.W.  Norton). 
Except  for  an  afterword  written  by  the 
author,  the  book  has  no  text.  "Vietnam" 
is  a  series  of  images  strung  artfully 
together  like  the  rapid-fire  images  of  a 
film.  Some  of  the  most  memorable  im¬ 
ages  are  those  that  recall  the  war.  In  the 
course  of  the  book’s  photographic  nar¬ 
rative  appear  a  pair  of  flattened  combat 
boots,  discarded  shells,  and  a  framed 
dusty  photograph  of  an  American 
women. 

The  book  takes  its  audience  on  a  fast- 
moving  journey  through  contemporary 
Vietnam.  While  there  are  a  fair  number 
of  people  in  these  images,  the  photog¬ 
rapher  has  focused  much  of  his  atten¬ 
tion  on  the  small  details  of  daily  life. 
Images  include  a  bright  yellow  butterfly 
balanced  on  a  discarded  bicycle  chain, 
empty  tables  and  chairs  in  a  small  cafe, 
dresses  hanging  in  a  window,  a  fog - 
enclosed  landscape,  a  young  girl  on  a 
pilgrimage  to  a  holy  site,  a  framed 
photograph  of  an  American  woman,  and 
discarded  combat  boots. 

Although  individual  images  here  are 
not  especially  noteworthy,  their  arran¬ 
gement  -  with  its  juxtapositions,  bleeds, 
black  borders,  and  chapter  interrrup- 
tions  -  gives  the  viewer  the  illusion  of 
making  a  journey  through  the  streets 
and  rooms  of  a  country  in  flux. 

-Robert  O  'Malley 


It  Takes 


LEADERS 

To  Lead  Health  Care  Into  The  Future 


Discover  the  wealth  of  opportunities  available  within  the 
Partners  Healthcare  System  at  our  Job  Fair  for  Ambulatory  Care 
professionals!  The  members  of  the  Partners  Healthcare  System 
are  collaborating  on  a  future  that  puts  the  patient  at  the 
center  of  an  integrated  health  care  delivery  system.  To  help  us 
accomplish  this  goal,  we  are  seeking  the  health  care 
professionals  who  share  our  philosophy  of  providing  the 
best  patient  care  in  the  area. 

Positions  are  available  in  a  variety  of  locations  within 

the  Partners  system: 

Brigham  and  Women's  Hospital 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
Partners  Community  Healthcare,  Inc.;  Metro  West  and 
Boston  suburb  locations. 


JOB  FAIR 

Thursday,  April  10,  1997 
5  -  7pm 

Charles  River  Plaza 

185  Cambridge  Street,  2nd  Floor 

Partners  learning  and  Diversity 
Department 


Positions  available  include: 

•  LPNs 

•  Medical  Assistants 

•  Medical  Billers 

•  Medical  Secretaries 

•  Medical  Transcriptionists 


If  you  are  unable  to  attend  our  Job  Fair,  please  forward  your  resume, 
indicating  Job  Code  SA/AMB.  Fax  to:  MGH,  (617)  726-3754;  or  BWH,  (617)  975-0968; 
or  Partners  Community  Healthcare  Inc.,  (617)  449-3667.  We  are  actively  seeking  to  increase 
the  diversity  of  our  workforce.  E0E/AA. 

Partners. 

Healthcare  System 

Partners  HealthCare  System  mdudes  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Bngham  and  Women's  Hospital, 

The  North  Shore  .Medical  Center,  and  the  community-based  doctors  and  hospitals  of  Partners  Community  Healthcare,  Inc. 


CORRECTION 

We  apologize  for  mispelling  Ms.  Cavanaugh’s  first  name  in 
an  Ad  of  March  2 1  issue  of  the  Sampan,  for  the  South  Cove 
Manor.  The  correct  name  is  Marijane  Cavanaugh. 


Weston  &  Sampson 

ENGINEERS,  INC. 

Weston  &  Sampson  Engineers.  Inc.,  a  leading 
full  services  environmental  consulting  firm,  currently  has 
the  following  positions  available: 

Environmental  Engineers 


Must  have  a  BS  in  Civil  Engineering  and  PE  license,  with  work  experi¬ 
ence  from  5  to  12  years  in  water  supply,  treatment  and  distribution 
Excellent  verbal  and  written  skills  required.  Job  Code:  EE1 

Geotechnical  Engineer 


Must  hdve  dn  MS  degree  with  2  to  4  years'  experience  in  the  geotech¬ 
nical  fields.  Excellent  verbal  and  written  skills  required.  Job  Code:  GE1 

construction  insnectors 


Should  have  a  BS  in  Civil  Engineering  with  a  minimum  of  5  years'  experi¬ 
ence  in  water  and/or  wastewater  collection  and  treatment  facilities 
construction.  PE  license  is  a  plus.  Records  maintenance,  strong 
communication  skills  and  vehicle  required.  Job  Code:  Cll 

Part-Time  Graphic  Artist 


Will  assist  Art  Director  in  preparation  of  production  graphics  such  as: 
team  charts,  schedules,  maps  and  schematics.  Individual  should  be 
Mac  literate  with  working  knowledge  of:  Freehand.  PageMaker,  and 
Photoshop.  BA  in  Graphic  Design  a  plus.  Job  Code:  GA1 


Please  reference  proper  Job  Code  and  mail  resume 
with  salary  requirements  to: 

Weston  &  Sampson  Engineers,  Inc., 

Five  Centennial  Drive, 

PeaDody,  MA  01960. 


No  phone  calls,  please. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 
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IMMIGRATION 


Qualifying  for  Federal  Benefits 


Many  of  the  elderly  in  our  community 
have  begun  to  receive  letters  about  the 
possible  cutoff  of  their  SSI  benefits  in 
light  of  the  new  federal  welfare  law.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  new  law,  many  legal  im¬ 
migrants  will  no  longer  be  eligible  for 
welfare,  SSI,  or  food  stamps.  The  major 
categories  of  those  who  will  remain 
eligible  are: 

1)  naturalized  US  citizens 

2)  refugees  and  asylees 

3)  veterans  of  the  US  armed  services 

4)  legal  permanent  residents  who 
have  worked  40  qualifying  quarters  (the 
equivalent  of  10  years)  in  the  US. 

Qualifying  40  Quarters 

You  may  be  credited  for  any  quarter 
after  1936  in  which  you  worked  and 
earned  a  minimum  amount  of  wages,  or 
self-employment  income.  For  instance, 
the  minimum  amount  of  wages  one  must 
earn  to  qualify  for  a  credited  quarter 
ranges  from  S250  in  1978  to  S640  in 
1996.  You  may  qualify  for  four  credited 
quarters  even  if  you  did  not  work  an 
entire  year  if  you  earned  four  times  the 
quarterly  minimum  for  that  year.  If  you 
earn  twice  the  quarterly  minimum,  you 


CALENDAR 

Asian  American  Journalists  Associa¬ 
tion:  Call  for  Volunteers.  Hundreds  of 
Asian-American  journalists  from 
around  the  nation  are  expected  to  flock 
to  Boston  this  summer  for  the  annual 
convention  of  the  Asian  American  Jour¬ 
nalists  Association.  The  title  of  this 
year’s  convention  is  "The  Road  to 
Revolution."  And  the  convention  is 
scheduled  to  begin  Aug.  13.  More  than 
40  workshops,  a  job  fair,  panel  discus¬ 
sions,  and  social  events  are  planned. 
Leading  Asian  American  journalists 
and  newsmakers  will  attend  and  a  hot 
topic  sure  to  be  discussed  will  be  the 
future  of  China.  The  national  associa¬ 
tion,  formed  in  1981,  is  dedicated  to  in¬ 


will  qualify  for  two  quarters. 

You  may  also  receive  credit  for 
quarters  worked  by  your  spouse  (if  you 
are  not  divorced),  or  either  parent 
(while  you  were  under  age  18).  By  com¬ 
bining  your  work  record  with  that  of 
your  spouse,  for  example,  you  could 
qualify  for  eight  quarters  in  a  particular 
year.  You  can  count  the  work  quarters 
of  your  current  spouse  and  that  of  your 
deceased  spouse  as  long  as  the  previous 
marriage  had  not  ended  in  divorce. 

Evidence  of  Wages 

The  Social  Security  Administration’s 
(SSA)  records  will  be  used  as  the  main 
evidence  of  wages  or  self-employment 
income.  These  records  are  created  when 
your  employer  withholds  your  taxes  and 
makes  payroll  tax  payments  to  the  Inter¬ 
nal  Revenue  Service  (IRS),  or  when  you 
submit  your  own  tax  payments  if  self- 
employed. 

Other  evidence  which  may  be  ac¬ 
cepted  as  proof  of  wages  earned  include 
a  Form  W-2  (wage  and  tax  statement)  or 
a  signed  statement  from  your  employer. 
Still  other  possible  pieces  of  evidence 
may  include  employer  wage  statements, 


creasing  employment  of  Asian 
American  journalists  and  encouraging 
fair,  sensitive  and  accurate  news 
coverage  of  Asian  American  issues.  If 
you  are  interested  in  volunteering  or 
finding  out  more  about  the  convention, 
please  call  the  convention  office  at 
(617)440-6556. 

"Materia  Botanica”:  Photographs, 
drawings,  and  painted  cutouts  by  Susan 
Hockaday.  April  1-May  24,  at  the 
Chinese  Culture  Institute,  276  Tremont 
St.  Gallery  Hours:  Tuesday  to  Saturday, 
9:30  A.M.  -  5  P.M. 

Long  Wan  (Dragon  Bay):  A  Portrait 
of  a  Chinese  Village:  Photographs  and 
Text  by  Robert  O’Malley,  April  3-28, 
Great  Hall,  Boston  Public  Library, 
Copley  Square. 


union  records,  your  own  income  tax 
records,  statements  from  supervisors  or 
coworkers,  or  clear  personal  records.  If 
you  have  any  questions  about  how  to 
provide  evidence  of  your  40  quarters, 
you  can  consult  the  Asian  Outreach 
Program/Greater  Boston  Legal  Services 
(which  does  intake  on  Monday  morn¬ 
ings  at  the  South  Cove  Community 
Health  Center  or  the  Chinese  Progres¬ 
sive  Association. 

Working  Under  the  Table 

Now  that  so  many  people  are  worried 
about  qualifying  for  40  quarters,  it  is 
clear  that  working  under  the  table  and 
paying  no  taxes  has  some  long-term  dis¬ 
advantages  for  the  worker. 

If  your  employer  underreported  your 
wages  and  paid  less  than  the  required 
payroll  taxes,  you  may  still  qualify  for 
those  quarters  of  work,  because  the 
quarterly  minimum  wage  amounts  tend 
to  be  quite  low.  However,  underreport¬ 
ing  of  wages  can  hurt  you  in  the  future 
when  you  may  lose  out  on  your  full 
rights  to  unemployment  benefits,  social 
security  retirement  benefits,  or 
workers’compensation.  If  you  plan  to 


NEWS  BRIEFS 

Community  Groups 
Receive  Grants 

Sixteen  community  groups  have  been 
awarded  a  total  of  $100,000  from  the 
Chinatown  Community  Fund. 

The  recipients  of  the  grants,  which 
range  from  $2,500  to  $8,000,  were 
selected  from  a  pool  of  26  proposals. 
Grant-winners  were  chosen  based  on 
the  following  criteria:  adherence  to  Re¬ 
quest  for  Proposals  (RFP)  guidelines; 
ability  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  of 
Chinatown  residents;  ability  to  provide 
benefits  to  a  large  number  of  Chinatown 
residents;  soundness  of  the  project  and 


bring  family  members  to  the  US,  you 
now  need  to  demonstrate  a  higher  level 
of  income  than  in  the  past  to  qualify  as 
a  sponsor.  And  if  you  hope  to  buy  a 
home  or  a  car  in  the  future,  under¬ 
reporting  of  income  may  hurt  your  chan¬ 
ces  of  qualifying  for  a  loan. 

If  you  are  currently  working  under 
the  table,  you  can  file  your  own  wage 
statement  with  the  IRS.  Whether  or  not 
your  employer  withholds  and  pays 
payroll  taxes,  it  is  your  responsibility  to 
file  a  1040  form  with  the  IRS  once  a  year. 
Even  if  you  owe  no  taxes  because  your 
income  is  low,  it  is  best  to  file  because 
you  will  have  that  work  record  for  the 
future.  If  you  are  low  income  with 
children  in  the  household,  you  may  also 
be  eligible  to  receive  up  to  a  $3,556 
return  from  the  federal  government 
through  a  program  called  the  Earned 
Income  Credit. 

If  you  are  working  under  the  table  but 
want  to  learn  how  to  change  your  situa¬ 
tion,  contact  the  Chinese  Progressive 
Association  Workers  Center  at  33  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  3rd  floor,  tel:  357-4499. 

-Lydia  Lowe 

the  organization;  soundness  of  finances 
and  accountability;  and  the  complete¬ 
ness  of  the  application. 

The  programs  receiving  grants  focus 
on  various  community  needs,  including 
Chinese  elderly  who  may  be  adversely 
affected  by  recent  welfare  reform  re¬ 
quirements;  the  growing  need  of  youth 
for  positive  activities  and  role  models; 
and  health  and  environmental  issues. 
The  1997  Chinatown  Community  Fund 
addressed  these  needs  to  ensure  that 
many  Chinatown  residents  benefit  from 
these  projects. 

Another  Chinatown  Community 
Fund  RFP  will  be  issued  later  this  year. 
The  following  projects  and  organiza¬ 
tions  received  awards  this  year: 

Chinatown  Youth  Marching  Band  - 
American  Legion  Chinatown  Post  #328 
Native  Language  Citizenship  Train¬ 
ing  Program  -  AACA 

Neighborhood  Information  Network 
-  Asian  American  Resource  Workshop 
YES  Adventure  Club  -  Boston  Asian 
Youth  Essential  Services. 

Campaign  for  Cleaner  Air  - 
Chinatown  CA/T  Project  Task  Force 
Chinatown  Clean  Streets  - 
Chinatown  Main  Street  Program 

Community  Safety  Outreach  Pro¬ 
gram  -  Chinatown  Safety  Committee 
Citizen/Voter  Empowerment 
Project  -  Chinese  Progressive  Associa¬ 
tion 

Parcel  C  Development  Assessment 
and  Community  Process  -  ACDC  & 
Coalition  to  Protect  Chinatown 

Citizenship  Empowerment  for 
Chinese  Elderly  -  Greater  Boston 
Chinese  Golden  Age  Center 

Chinese  Youth  Ensemble  -  Kwong 
Kow  School 

Immigration  Rights  Initiative  -  Harry 
Dow  Memorial  Legal  Assistance 
Chinatown  Adventure  -  Phillips 
Brooks  House 

Youth  Enrichment  Project  -  Quincy 
School  Community  Council 

Youth  Development  Project  -  South 
Cove  YMCA 

Community  Assessment  Project  - 
Chinatown  Coalition 


The  next  issue  of  Sampan  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  April  18,  1997.  Press  releases 
and  advertisements  which  require 
typesetting  or  artwork  are  accepted  up 
to  Friday,  April  11,  1997.  Camera-ready 
ads  are  accepted  up  to  Monday,  April 
14,  1997. 


Please  note:  Calendar  items  are  ac¬ 
cepted  up  to  Friday,  April  11,  1997  for 
the  April  18,  1997  edition. 


IMMIGRANT  RIGHTS  INITIATIVE 

OUESTIONAIRE 

The  Chinatown  Coalition  (TCC)  and  the  Asian  Pacific  American  Agenda  Coalition  (APAAC)  are  assessing  the  impact  of 
recent  changes  in  federal  benefits  on  the  Asian  community.  We  need  your  cooperation  in  filling  out  this  survey  so  we  can 
gather  information  to  advocate  with  elected  officials.  THE  INFORMATION  IS  CONFIDENTIAL.  WE  DO  NOT  NEED 
YOUR  NAME.  Thank  You. 

For  each  question,  check  off  or  write  in  the  answer  that  is  applicable  to  you. 

1.  Gender:  Male _  Female _ 

2.  Date  of  Birth: _  Town/City  of  residence: _ 

3.  Country  of  Origin: _ 

4.  Are  you  a  U.S.  citizen?  Yes _  No _ 

5.  If  not  a  citizen,  what  is  your  legal  status?: 

Refugee: _  Asylee: _  Permanent  resident: _  Other: _ 

6.  When  did  you  come  to  the  United  States?  19 _ ,  Month: _ 

7.  What  is  your  marital  status?  Single _  Married _  Divorced _  Widowed _ 

8.  Has  your  spouse  ever  worked  in  the  US?  Yes _  No _ 

If  yes,  for  how  many  years  # _ ?  Does  s/he  report  income  for  taxes?  Yes _  No _  Partial _ 

Did  your  employer  report  his/her  income  for  taxes?  Yes _  No _ 

9.  Have  you  ever  worked  in  the  US?  Yes _  No _ 

If  yes,  for  how  many  years  # _ ?  Do  you  report  income  for  taxes?  Yes _  No _  Partial _ 

Did  your  employer  report  your  income?  Yes _  No _ 

10.  How  many  people  are  in  your  household?  # _ 

1 1 .  What  is  the  total  monthly  household  income?  S _ 

12.  What  type  of  housing  are  you  in? 

Subsidized  housing _  Section  8  Certificate _  Private  housing _ 

13.  Do  you  receive  any  of  the  following  government  benefits?: 

Social  Security _  SSI _  Food  Stamps _  Medicaid _  EAEDC _  Others _ 

How  much  total  per  month?:  $ _ 

Thank  you  for  completing  this  survey.  This  survey  can  be  returned  to:  Surveys,  C/O  Quincy  School  Community  Council, 
885  Washington  St.,  Boston,  Ma  02111.  Telephone  635-5129. 
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“EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY” 


A  NEWLY  RENO VA  TED  DEVEL OPMENT 
ANTICIPATED  OCCUPANCY  DATES  OF  9/1/97,10/1/97  &  11/1/97 
THREE  PROPERTY  LOCATIONS  : 

19  &  19A  CENTRE  STREET,  ROXBURY,  MA.  02119 
21  NAZLNG  STREET,  ROXBURY,  MA.  02121 
15-19  MAPLE  STREET,  ROXBURY,  MA.  02121 


Two  (2)  Handicap  Accessible  Units  Available 


APPLICATION  PERIOD:  MAY 3,  1997  TO  MAY 8,  1997 

APPLICATION  INTAKE  AT:  PRANG  ESTATES 


DAY/DATE 

SATURDAY,  MAY  3,  1997 
TUESDAY,  MAY  6,  1997 
WEDNESDAY,  MAY  7,  1997 
THURSDAY,  MAY  8,  1997 


45  CENTRE  STREET 
ROXBURY,  MA  02119 

TIMES 

10:00  AM  TO  4:00  PM 
12:00  NOON  TO  8:00  PM 
9:00  AM  TO  4:00  PM 
1 2:00  NOON  TO  8:00  PM 


AMENITIES:  HARDWOOD  FLOORS/WAIT,  TO  WALL  CARPET 
STACKABLE  WASHERS  &.  DRYERS 
ELECTRIC  STOVES,  REFRIGERATORS, 
DISHWASHERS, ,  &  GARBAGE  DISPOSALS 
CLOSED  CIRCUIT  TV/SECURJTY  CAMERAS 


***SECT10N  8  CERTIFICATE  HOLDERS  WELCOME*** 
**MORE  LNFOKMATION  ON  REVERSE  SIDE** 


ONE-BEDROOMS  $530  TO  $636 
TWO-BEDROOMS  $635  TO  $762 
THREE-BEDROOMS  $734  TO  $881 

**HEAT  &  HOT  WATER  INCLUDED** 

“EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY” 

Assistance  available  for  linguistic  minorities  in  Spanish, 
Portuguese  &  Haitian  Creole.  APPLICANTS  MAY  BRING  SOMEONE 
TO  INTERPRET  &  ASSIST  WITH  APPLICATION  COMPLETION. 

MARKETING  &  MANAGEMENT  AGENT: 

CRUZ  MANAGEMENT  COMPANY,  INC. 

2315  WASHINGTON  STREET 
ROXBURY,  MA  02119 
TELEPHONE  (61 7)  445-8117 

PARTICLPA  TING  CITY  and/or  STA  TE  A  GENCIES: 

BOSTON  FAIR  HOUSING  COMMISSION 
BOSTON  REDEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY 
PUBLIC  FACILITIES  DEPARTMENT 
DEPARTMENT  OF  HOUSING  &  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT 


RENTS  &  INC.  LIMITS  FOR  APPLICANTS  @  50%  OF  MEDIAN  OR  BELOW: 
Site 


One-bedroo  ms 

S530/mo 

318,200  to  S21,200/per  year 

635  -  850 

Two-bedrooms 

3635/mo 

S21.750  to  S25, 450/per  year 

850  -  1.000 

Three-bed  roo  ms 

S734/mo 

525,170  to  529-375/per  year 

12250  -1,300 

RENTS  &  INC. 

LIMITS  FOR  APPLICANTS  @  60%  OF  MEDIAN  OR  BELOW: 

Size  Rem/Monthlv 

Income  F,Ii»ibilitv 

So.  Footape 

One-Bedrooms 

S636/mo 

321,201  to  S2S, 440/per  year 

635  -  850 

T^o-Bcdrooms 

S762/mo 

325.451  to  S30, 540/per  year 

850  -  1,000 

Three-Bedrooms 

S881/mo 

S29J76  to  S3  5.250/per  year 

1,250-  1300 
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Charitable  Campaigns  Coord. 

Non-profit  fundraising  federation  supporting  organizations  engaged  in 
justice  and  social  change  work  seeks  highly  organized,  flexible  person 
to  coordinate  its  charitable  payroll  deduction  campaigns.  Candidates 
should  have  sensitivity  to  mission  of  the  member  groups;  demonstrated 
experience  in  fundraising  and  working  both  independently  and 
cooperatively;  public  speaking  experience;  excellent  written  and  verbal 
skills;  computer  friendly;  wordprocessing,  spreadsheets.  Letter/resume 
to  Search  Committee,  Community  Works,  25  West  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  Deadline:  April  25. 


We  are  certified  to  take  fingerprints 
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Service  Hours:  Monday  -  Friday 
9:00  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

Saturdays  by  Appointment 
Call  (617)  426-9492 

Asian  American  Civic  Association 

(INS  designated  Fingerprinting  Serx  ice  Provider) 

90  Tyler  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 
(Chinatown,  Boston) 
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Brookline  Public  Schools 


Technology  Systems  Manager 

(12  months  -  Mm  to  Hkh  $ 50,000’s  -  Available  A.SA.P.) 

Provides  Technical  Assistance  for  administrative  software,  desk  top  applica¬ 
tions,  local  and  wide  area  networks.  E-mail  and  conferencing,  Internet 
services,  and  telecommunications.  Experience  with  VAX/VmS,  Informix, 
TCP/IP,  and  Macintosh. 

Vacancies  for  the  97-98  School  Year 

Teachers 


Mandarin  Language  9-12 
Spanish  Language  9-12 
English  Alternative  H.S.  Program 
English  7, 8  or  9-12 
Social  Worker  9-12 


K-8  music 

Pre-School  to  Grade  3  Classroom 
Grade  3-6  Classroom 
Russian  bilingual,  K-8 
Japanese  bilingual,  K-8 
.5  ESL,  K-8 

Teacher  Aides 

Special  Education  Job  Coach  9-12 
.8  Korean  bilingual,  K-8 
.8  Chinese  bilingual,  K-8 

Please  send  cover  letter,  resume  and  three  letters  of  recommendation 
for  each  position  for  which  you  are  interested  by  April  11, 1997  to: 

Dr.  William  B.  Ribas,  Director  of  Personnel,  333  Washington  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146.  An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


Amherst-Pelham  Public  Schools 

1 70  Chestnut  Street 
Amherst  MA  01002 

Projected  Vacancies  for  Fall  1997 

Senior  High  House  Administrators  (2) 

Secondary  Technology  Coordinator 
Mathematics  Dept.  Head/Teacher 
Administrator/Teacher  for  Special 
Education  program,  Dean  of  Students 
Additional  teacher  vacancies  include: 

Sr.  high:  50%  Guidance  Counselor,  Severe  Special  Needs, 
Reading/English 

Middle  School:  Social  Studies,  Spanish,  Elementary:  general 
Classroom,  Physical  Education,  Librarian,  Speech  Pathologist 
District:  Teacher  of  Visually  Impaired. 

Send  letter  of  interest  and  resume  to  address  above.  District  lias  a 
strong  academic  and  multicultural  focus.  Candidates  of  color  &  other 
under-represented  groups  are  encouraged  to  apply. 
Interviews  begin  May  2,  1 997. 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


ilfejft 

M&2SS&  XftgimX£: 

31-89 

»8lfffi 

322,000^  PA 

$1,110,000 

$220,000 

$1,330,000 

M&v«5E 

37,000  ft  PA 

$185,000 

$37,000 

$222,000 

ffi-89 

R-lftfe© 

271,000  ft  DA 

$1,355,000 

$271,000 

$1,626,000 

IRH8S 

M&V  , 

86,000  ft  PA 

$430,000 

$86,000 

$510,000 

(hfett  96,467  S/F) 

716,000  ft  PA 

$3,080,000 

$616,000 

$3,696,000 

r  11$  in  m  /  b  m  m  %  m  »  h  *  m.  j 

0 m/ms  :  -ftft-fcft03+- s  (  S89£  )  : 

-£A£ft0^-+£ 0  (  fi8S£  )  --  BMfffifcPffi  • 
mm-.  ±ft-H$M+-8#ft+3-  • 

ifefe  :  a±i B#l!illfi,+K  =  i+«1  • 

itM  :  )  ° 

:  mnmmmmtmmn^v)426.9492mmi:Mm » 

ms  :  • 


* 

4§L 

IMMIGRATION  LAW 
ROBERT  J.  GAYNOR 

Af 

♦ 

A 

# 

ATTORNEY 

eft 

£■ 

* 

One  Boston  PIace 

A. 

Boston,  MA  02108 

(61 7)  723-6200 

* 

★  Permanent  Renident  Status 

★  Family-based  Visa  Petitions 

★  Temporary  Work  Visas 

★  Labor  Certifications 

★  Investors 

★  Naturalization  &  Citizenship 

★  Deportation  Proceedings 


☆  J-  ft  ^  ^ 

☆  44Mf 

ft  %  j- 


n. 

ft  m 

S  * 

*  fife 

0  » 


15 

R 
t 
ft 
R 
ft 

m 

^  m 
£  ■ 
R  m 
t  A 
ft  t 


& 


Ii 

# 


»  s 

^  ft  2 
£  89  ife 

^  ft  ® 
Iff  EH 
’ 

K  « 
f?  * 
¥  « 
*  R 
R  S 
3  : 
—  4 
ft  R 


Alims 


—  AA-tft  ej  %  eg  a 


pp 

w 

H 


ft 

A 


ffi 

* 

A 


ftfe 

8 

fd 

0 

t 

ft 

to 

8 

IB 

fl. 

« 

fl 

to 

m 

A 

8 

% 

A 

Sc 

SI 

a 

s] 

m 

ff 

fl 

iu 

ifi 

tit 

fd 

if 

o 

to 

to 

• 

ft 

* 

± 

ft 

°T 

9 

« 

B 

to 

n 

ft 

m 

to 

* 

SJ 

8 

' 

± 

o 

a 

7 

A 

e 

— 

ft 

ft 

w 

ft 

ft 

£ 

p 

PP 

Jl 

to 

fi 

8 

fit 

la 

w 

II 

W 

M 

SI 

» 

9 

• 

PI 

ft 

8 

ti 

a 

a 

£ 

— 

m 

m 

* 

s 

S 

p 

pp 

ft 

— 

it 

✓  "N 

8 

ft 

» 

HU 

to 

ft 

8 

If 

s 

to 

* 

* 

a 

36 

¥ 

eg 

± 

ft 

m 

_ 

ft 

8 

is 

P 

PP 

8 

ft 

ft 

to 

dt 

w 

« 

ft 

ft 

ft 

£ 

ft 

A 

3 

ff 

m 

35 

fft 

8 

± 

TO 

ff 

f@ 

ti 

ft 

ft 

ft 

+ 

ft 

«r 

» 

10 

Jt 

S 

_ _ 

Si 

9 

fr 

ft 

0 

A 

m 

* 

a 

s] 

A 

fd 

n 

an 

& 

ft 

m 

ff 

ft 

» 

m 

8 

-Z* 

a 

* 

ft 

ft 

P 

PP 

A 

8 

« 

8 

N 

H 

« 

ft 

# 

ft 

iS 

ft 

8 

€ 

± 

m 

if 

ft 

35 

£ 

a 

itfe 

orj 

o 

8 

SB 

ft 

@ 

IT 

» 

E 

ft 

4 

ff 

a 

W 

8 

ft 

9 

M 

> 

8 

7 

to 

it 

A 

¥ 

a 

a 

8 

E 

* 

m 

a 

9] 

& 

8 

ft 

# 

II 

to 

ft 

n 

ft 

EP 

» 

o 

m 

m 

se 

* 

K 

0 

A 

• 

ft 

9 

ft 

A 

8 

m 

9 

* 

ft 

* 

9 

ft 

ft 

to 

ft 

5 

W 

• 

fd 

5 

St 

t 

A 

it 

W- 

a 

ft 

ft 

ft 

$ 

ft 

9 

m 

8 

p 

pp 

8 

fft 

tt 

i 

7 

* 

£ 

ft 

M 

a 

ft 

8 

ft 

A 

» 

JS1 

it 

' 

± 

8 

f? 

8 

8 

IS 

m 

flf 

to 

Ie 

ife 

p 

/> 

n 

ft 

£ 

S 

J» 

ft 

7 

* 

8 

ft 

» 

8 

# 

— 

# 

B 

8 

ff 

Ji 

@ 

@ 

— 

ft 

ft 

S 

A 

4 

ft 

£ 

ft 

» 

8 

it 

* 

• 

ft 

B 

8 

to 

8 

S 

9 

# 

1+ 

P 

PP 

’« 

n 

m 

it 

□ 

/> 

j-* 

a 

7 

* 

5] 

» 

» 

o 

ft 

A 

fe 

ft 

m 

8 

ff 

If, 

ft 

® 

ft 

ft 

o 

9 

ft 

— 

fi 

gd 

9 

» 

» 

i- 

ft 

A 

ft 

* 

— 

8 

HI 

8 

fi 

% 

9 

it 

& 

m 

ft' 

ft 

m 

8 

8 

— 

m 

'A 

ft 

21 

— 

fil 

Mei  Wah  Village 

10  Maple  Place 
Boston,  Ma  02111 

Resident  Superintendent 

We  are  seeking  a  bi-lingual  individual  to  perform  full  time 
superintendent  duties  in  a  brand  new  40  unit  elderly  housing  building 
in  Chinatown.  The  position  requires  light  maintenance  and  cleaning 
skills.  You  must  be  a  good  communicator,  organized,  and  a  self  starter, 
hi  addition  to  a  rent  free  unit,  you  will  receive  a  salary  and  benefits 
package.  Applications  are  available  at  South  Cove  Manor,  120 
Shawmut  Avenue.  Please  ask  for  John  Kuo.  Telephone:  (617)  423- 
0590 


ieniop  Level  Financial  Position 

Job  entitled  Technical  Support  Specialist,  Operations  will  be  a  senior  level  decision 
maker.  This  position  will  provide  technical  and  financial  support  to  the  Deputy 
Director,  Operations.  Responsibilities  include  managing,  developing  and  reviewing 
the  Deer  Island  Operations  Current  Expense  Budget.  Will  supervise  development  of 
the  Capital  Budget  and  manage  development  of  various  reports  and  multi-year  oper¬ 
ating  projections.  Performs  financial  analyses  and  maintains  accurate  records  and 
data  bases  for  capital  and  current  expense  budgets.  Need  7-9  years’  experience  in 
management  and  budgeting,  administration/accounting  principles  with  at  least 
3  years’  experience  in  directing  financial  processes  in  a  large  organization. 
Quantitative  analysis  and  technical  background  required.  Extensive  background  in 
environmental  policy  and  administrative  and  financial  procedures  attained  through 
7-9  years’  experience.  Requires  extensive  knowledge  of  spread¬ 
sheet  and  database  software. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  to:  Massachusetts  Water 
Resources  Authority,  Human  Resources  Department, 

Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  100  First  Avenue,  Boston,  MA  02129. 

An  Equal  Opportunity! Affirmative  Action  Employer. 


HOUSE  ADMINISTRATOR 

Positions  (2)  for  newly  expanded/renovated  9-12  high  school 
of  1200  students.  These  are  12  month  administrative 
positions.  House  administrators  will  work  with  and  be 
supervised  by  the  school  Principal.  Each  House 
Administrator  will  oversee  the  programs  and  activities  of 
600  students,  evaluate  one-third  of  the  faculty  and  teach  one 
class.  Salary  range  is  $48,000  -  $60,000.  Positions  begin 
July  1,  1997.  Send  letter  and  resume  by  May  2  to:  Dr.  Gus 
Sayer,  Superintendent,  Amherst  Regional  Schools,  170 
Chestnut  Street,  Amherst  MA  01002. 

FAX:  413-549-6173 
An  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer 
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We  Bank  On  Excellence. 


As  one  of  New  England’s  fastest  growing  banks,  USTrust  has  set  the 
standard  of  excellence  in  customer  banking  relationships.  As  we  grow, 
we  will  need  additional  professionals  interested  in  participating  in  our 
continuing  growth. 


BRANCH  BANKING  OPPORTUNITIES 

Customer  Service  Representatives 

Head  Tellers  - 

Chestnut  Hill  &  Newton  Area 

Full/Part-Time  Tellers 


In  addition  to  strong  career  growth  potential,  USTrust  invests  in  its 
employees'  future  with  competitive  compensation  and  excellent 
benefits  packages.  Please  send  or  fax  resume  to:  USTrust,  Human 
Resources,  40  Court  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108;  Fax:  1617)  695-4166. 
USTrust  values  diversity  and  the  strength  it  brings  to  our  workplace. 
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Last  June  the 
FBI  warned  the 
White  House  that 
China  was  eager  to 
buy  influence  in 
America  Clinton 
was  never  told,  and 
MX  days  bier,  at  an 
elite  fund  raiser  at  the  home  oi  Sen  Dianne  Femstcin  in  San 
Francisco,  he  broke  bread  with  the  head  of  a  Chinese  com  pa 
:  ny  w  ho  has  dose  lies  to  the  rulers  in  Heijing 


Dinner  honoring 


^“csss:"' 

KSS£.«jr<»W* 


j^janBOl  Clinton 


Sunday.  h“*  1996 


m.  ..«*  President  and  CLO  of  bank  of  Amcna 

Susan  is  <  securities  marketing  comolLsm 


Mr  Dai  is  Ux  Chairman  and  CEO  of  Ana  S«  unties  Imcmationak 
id  real  null  development  on  both  sales  of  the  Pacific  Rim 


lis (Mint  0*i  Described  as  a  Pacific 
Rim'  real -estate  devo  toper  he  eu  a 
Chinese  national  ctos 
John  Huanc  Alraady  under  scrutiny 
lor  soMcltW*  tm proper  foreign  con 
trtiMittom  lor  the  ONC.  he  apperentty 
brought  Dal  to  the  fetnstetn 


Dend  is  an  International  Studies  graJueic  u 

Jebe  Hiu| 


Mr  Huang  is  Finance  Vice  Chew  of  the  DNC  Previously,  he  was  C 
Secretary  for  International  Economic  Policy  with  the  Department  o 


Km  sad  Joyce  Krcee 

Mr  Kreaa  is  the  Chesnna'. 


6:30  p-m- 
6-30  p*a- 


Cockails  sod  hnno 
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aOGueM 

CVoeed 


evikt  DiacwrnoH: 


c— ,  Pres*!*®  ^ 


tain  cigarettes,  one  of  China's  most  popular 
brands,  to  the  United  States.  (Chinese  char¬ 
acters  in  the  Red  Tower  ads  read,  "Your 
homesickness  will  go  up  in  a  plume  ol  I 


first  Chinese  bank  since  the  laws  were  tight¬ 
ened  after  the  BCCI  scandal  in  1991  to  win  a 
federal  license  to  do  business  in  the  United 
States,  even  though  the  bank  was  rated  a 


Council  staffers  objected,  Huang  insist¬ 
ed— and  the  event  was  held  anyway. 

With  Andrfyv  Mlrr  in  Los  Angela 
and  Melinda  Liu  in  Beijing 


Who’s  Who  in  the  Asian-Clintonite  Axis 

The  Democrats  have  now  returned  S3  million  in  suspect  foreign  confusing  web  of  relationships.  Especially  intriguing:  whether  any 

contributions.  Investigators  are  trying  to  puzzle  out  the  scandal’s  money  may  have  come  from  China. 


:®hiECHiNESE 

The  Feds  want 
to  know  if  the 
Chinese,  seek¬ 
ing  to  influence 
Clinton-administration  policy, 
arranged  or  sanctioned  illegal  po¬ 
litical  contributions. 


THE  DONORS 


Ted  Sioeng:  Tycoon  attended  May 
fund-raising  dinner  with  Clinton, 

and  his  daughter  con¬ 
tributed  $250,000. 

,  Later  he  asked  for 
and  got  a  Clinton 
letter  praising 
his  pro- Beijing 
newspaper. 


Ai  Hua  Qi:  DNC  returned  liver-pill 
peddler’s  $12,500. 


Master  Shing  Yun:  Host  of  Vice 
President  Gore's  Buddhist -temple 
fund-raiser  was  forced  to  take  back 
$5,000  contribution. 


Pauline  Kanchanalak:  Thai  busi¬ 
nesswoman  visited  White  House 
26  times,  arranged 

client 

f  with 

otfi' 

1  ertaKBrn  i  >n< 

her  I  ^t 

week  the  FBI  raid¬ 
ed  her  office  for  records. 


Clinton’s  old  Little  Rock  friends  and  Lippo  Group  bil¬ 
lionaires  have  ties  to  the  Chinese  government —and 
the  White  I  louse.  Huang  was  their  vice  chairman. 


Mochtar  Riady  Stephen  Riady  James  Riady 


FUND  RAISERS 


Charlie  Trie 

Little  Rock 


restaurateur  im¬ 
properly  raised 
S 640,000  for  Clin¬ 
ton  defense  fund. 


BROKERS 


Mark  Grobmyer 

Clinton  pal 
asked  for  ad¬ 
ministration 
help  with  busi¬ 
ness  deals 


DEMOCRATIC  NATIONAL.  COMMITTEE* 


John  Huang:  The  central  figure  in  the  Clin¬ 
ton  foreign-money  scandal. 

A  Riady  pro»6gtf  for¬ 
mer  Commerce  De¬ 
partment  official 
and  top  DNC 
fund  raiser,  he 
solicited 
most  of  the 
bad  cash. 

Records  in¬ 
dicate  that 
while  he  was 
a  federal  offi¬ 
cial.  Huang 
visited  the 
Chinese  Embassy 
in  Washington.  Now 
investigators  want  to  get 
to  the  bottom  of  his  operation. 


ar 


Johnny  Chung 

Cave  $366,000 
to  the  DNC  that 
had  to  be  re¬ 
turned:  went 
to  the  White 
House  49  times. 


c» 

Mark  Middleton 

Ex- White  House 
aide  brought 
wealthy  foreign¬ 
ers  to  meet  Clin¬ 
ton  officials. 


<  without  huge  dona 

■  1  ions.  Clinton  ap¬ 

proved  and  attended  coffees  for  big 
contributors  —  including  foreigners 
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